
 

 

 

 Minutes of Meeting 
Of the Board of Managers 

Of the Lower Heart River WRD 
April 22, 2025 

2:00 p.m. – Veteran’s Room 
Mandan City Hall 

 
Attendees:  Bill Robinson, Chairman; Mitch Bitz, Manager; Luci Snowden, Manager (virtual); Ryan 
Jockers, Manager (virtual); Alan Kemmet, Manager (virtual) and Carol Beechie, Secretary/Treasurer.  

Also in attendance: Dennis Reep, HDR Engineering; Karli Frohling, HDR Engineering; Vicki Twerdochlib, 
HDR Engineering (virtual); Patrick Martin, Morton County Emergency Manager; Zac Ranisate, Lower 
Heart new Board Member; Jacob Achtenberg, Lower Heart maintenance; Jim Froelich, Mayor City of 
Mandan and Craig Sjoberg, Mandan City Commissioner. 

Chairman Robinson introduced Zac Ranisate, a candidate for the Lower Heart River Board. 

Mitch Bitz introduced Jacob Achtenberg, a candidate for the Lower Heart maintenance position. 

The minutes of March 25, 2025, Board Meeting were presented.  Luci Snowden made a motion to 
approve the minutes, seconded by Alan Kemmet.  Motion passed unanimously. 

The financial report for March 2025 and monthly bills were reviewed.  Luci Snowden made a motion to 
approve the financial report and the monthly bills as presented, seconded by Alan Kemmet.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  

Vouchers approved for payment: 
HDR Engineering, Inc.  General Engineering Services-Task Order 3 
    February 23, 2025 to March 29, 2025  1111 3,687.50 
HDR Engineering, Inc.  Flood Risk Design Phase 2 – Task Order 5 
    February 23, 2025 to March 29, 2025  1112 123,678.90 
 
Operations and Maintenance:   
Manager Mitch Bitz stated the tractor is on backorder at the factory.  The tentative arrival date is  
May 1st.  Mitch will confirm the hiring of Jacob Achtenberg with Wendy at Morton County HR.  
 
Update on Mandan Flood Risk Reduction Plan: Dennis Reep, HDR Engineering, provided a written 
update for the board.   
 
Design: Dennis discussed the levee scour analysis, which could contain some stability issues.  The 
analysis should be completed in a couple of weeks.   
 
A meeting with FEMA reviewers (not FEMA personnel) was held on April 16, 2025, to review the 
redundant levee.  Lower Heart needs to prove to the Corps that the levee is redundant and has no 
hydraulic connection to the Missouri River.  The response from the reviewer group is backflow 
preventers would not be viable from a mapping perspective.   



 

 

 
Funding: The FMA grant still stands and is not at risk of not being funded.  The BRIC grants have been 
pulled from being funded due to Department Of Government Efficiency (DOGE)  cuts. 

Update on O&M and SWIF Plan:   
Karli Frohling, HDR Engineering, provided a written update for the board.   The next deadline for a SWIF 
plan submittal is December 2025.   
 
Karli and Ryan Anderson reevaluated the large manmade excavation located in the bank of the Heart 
River.  The excavation is not directly excavated into the levee and is located on the riverward side of the 
North Unit.   The board decided to continue to monitor the site for additional changes. 
 
Karli reached back out to Apex Engineering regarding Lower Heart concerns on their fiber optic line that 
will be installed across North Dakota.  Apex Engineering provided preliminary plans and requested 
additional information from Lower Heart.  Apex Engineering is also in discussion with the City of Mandan 
regarding other utility crossings.  The Board will wait for further information from Apex Engineering. 
 
Other Business: 
 
Shores of Lakewood: Dennis Reep brought up the minimum pond elevation of 1619 in the Shores of 
Lakewood development.  Lower Heart requested that a guage be placed in this pond to easily monitor 
the elevation level.  Mitch Bitz will follow-up on this and that the agreement that has been set forth is 
being followed. 
 
Farmland Lease for 2025:  The farmland lease was approved at the March meeting.  Chairman Robinson 
will connect with Dean Gerving to sign the lease and receive rent payment. 
 
The Board adjourned at 2:50 p.m.  Next regular meeting is May 27, 2025, at 2 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________                   _______________________                                                                                                                                                                                              

Chairman     Secretary/Treasurer  


