
 

 

 

 Minutes of Meeting 
Of the Board of Managers 

Of the Lower Heart River WRD 
July 22, 2025 

2:00 p.m. – Veteran’s Room 
Mandan City Hall 

 
Attendees:  Bill Robinson, Chairman; Zac Ranisate, Manager (virtual); Alan Kemmet, Manager (virtual); 
Mitch Bitz, Manager (virtual) and Carol Beechie, Secretary/Treasurer. Absent: Ryan Jockers, Manager. 

Also in attendance: Dennis Reep, HDR Engineering; Karli Frohling, HDR Engineering; Vicki Twerdochlib, 
HDR Engineering (virtual); Cole Higlin, Mandan Park Board Executive Director (virtual); Jim Froelich, 
Mayor City of Mandan; Craig Sjoberg, Mandan City Commissioner; Patrick Martin, Morton County 
Emergency Manager and Jordan Singer, City of Mandan. 

The minutes of June 24, 2025, Board Meeting were presented.  Alan Kemmet made a motion to approve 
the minutes, seconded by Zac Ranisate.  Motion passed unanimously. 

The minutes of July 11, 2025, Special Board Meeting were presented.  Alan Kemmet made a motion to 
approve the minutes, seconded by Zac Ranisate.  Motion passed unanimously. 

The financial report for June 2025 and monthly bills were reviewed.  Chairman Robinson stated that the 
last reimbursement has been received from the State Water Commission and the Board will be 
switching to utilizing the federal funds within the next 30 days.  Chairman Robinson will also be 
presenting the 2026 Lower Heart budget to the Morton County Commission tonight.  Lower Heart will 
be requesting the full 4 mills as has been done in prior years.  Alan Kemmet made a motion to approve 
the financial report and the monthly bills as presented, seconded by Zac Ranisate.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  

Vouchers approved for payment: 
HUB International (pd 7-15-25) Commercial Property Renewal   1130 613.00 
HDR Engineering, Inc.  General Engineering Services-Task Order 3 
    June 1, 2025 to June 28, 2025   1131 3,341.25 
HDR Engineering, Inc.  Flood Risk Design Phase 2 – Task Order 5 
    June 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025   1132 87,758.00 
TreeMax LLC   Dike Maintenance – Tree Removal & Disposal 1133 2,475.00 
 
Operations and Maintenance:   
Patrick Martin, Morton County Emergency Manager, announced that the Governor has made an 
emergency declaration regarding the damages from previous wind events and tornadoes beginning with 
the June 20th storms.  The State will be reviewing county by county and Patrick will let the board know 
what can be included for reimbursement. 
  



 

 

 
Update on Mandan Flood Risk Reduction Plan: Dennis Reep, HDR Engineering, provided a written 
update for the board.   
 
Coordination: A meeting with the City of Mandan, Morton County and Lower Heart to plan long-term 
finances has been set for July 29, 2025.  Chairman Robinson will post a special meeting notice.   
   
The State Water Commission has their pre-commission meeting on Thursday, July 24th at 1 p.m. and 
their regular commission meeting on Thursday, August 14th at 1 p.m.  The Lower Heart application for 
pre-construction costs will be on their agenda. 
 
Funding: An initial request for reimbursement through the FMA grant was submitted on July 17, 2025, in 
the amount of $1,923,694.36 (60% of $3,118,399.26).  Tentative reimbursement amount to NDSWC 
would be $760,542.54 of previous payments from them. 
 
Design: The resulting recommendation from the scour analysis is to armor approximately 900 feet of 
river bank in the reach upstream of HWY 1806 to incorporate a monitoring process in other locations.   
 
Right of Way: Verified easements to conduct armoring in reach upstream of HWY 1806. 
 
Environmental/Permitting: Preparing Section 408 Request for updated design areas for quality control 
the week of August 5th. 

Update on O&M and SWIF Plan:   
Karli Frohling, HDR Engineering, provided a written update for the board.   The next deadline for a SWIF 
plan submittal is December 2025.   
 
A utility application from RediTech has been received for a fiber optic crossing over the levee system 
along MacKenzie Drive.  A Section 408 permit is still needed.  A statement of no objection from Lower 
Heart may be needed, but at this time we will wait to hear back from the development. 
 
A utility application from Meadowlands Development has been received for soil borings on the levee.  
Information has been submitted to the Corp of Engineers for review.  A statement of no objection from 
Lower Heart may be needed, but at this time we will wait to hear back from the development. 
 
Mitch Bitz stated that a utility company has been performing work on the west end of the Memorial 
Highway along the toe of the levee.  This looks to be a subcontractor for Montana-Dakota Utilities.  Karli 
will contact MDU to review the levee processes with them.   
 
Karli has not heard anything about a 2025 site visit by the USACE. 
  



 

 

Other Business: 
 
Shores of Lakewood: Dennis Reep stated that Art Goldhammer from the Shores of Lakewood 
development has contacted him to review the Development Agreement from a technical perspective.    
A meeting has been set up for July 23rd to talk through the technical side before anything is brought 
before the board.  Chairman Robinson has been invited to the meeting as well. 
 
The Board adjourned at 2:40 p.m.  Next regular meeting is August 26, 2025, at 2 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________                   _______________________                                                                                                                                                                                              

Chairman     Secretary/Treasurer  


