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Morton County Commission Establishes Committee for New War Dead Monument

MANDAN, ND — At its December 12 meeting, the Morton County Commission approved the formation of a
nine-member committee tasked with developing the final design, a fundraising strategy, and overseeing the
construction and dedication of a new monument honoring the county's war dead. This decision follows two
years of deliberation and multiple opportunities for public input.

The survey presented two conceptual designs for consideration: one featuring an elliptical shape and another
inspired by the existing monument. Respondents were also asked for input on landscaping, lighting, and
whether to retain the names of those who fell in previous wars.

“When we recognize those who have fallen for this country, it is important to be diligent, remaining fully aware
of the honor that needs to be bestowed,” said Ray Morrell, county commissioner and committee chairperson.
“The concepts presented gave tremendous opportunity for reflection and for community. We hope a final
design can be funded and erected that would embrace both.”

The committee members include: Morrell, chairperson and USMC veteran; Commissioner Andy Zachmeier; Todd
Porter, Mandan; Scott Stevens, US Army veteran from Mandan with Flasher connections; Larry McLellan, US
Army veteran, Mandan; Nicole Bickford-Frohlich, US Army/ND National Guard veteran, Mandan, with ties to
New Salem and Judson; Glen Reed, USMC veteran, Mandan; Gary Goroski, US Navy veteran, Mandan; and
Stacey Bendish, US Navy veteran, Mandan, with connections to Ft. Rice. Porter and Bendish are also
descendants of service members honored on the current monument. The committee will collaborate with Al
Fitterer Architect and AGL Architect to finalize the design.

“This committee represents a cross section of Morton County but also is comprised of citizens (and veterans)
that demonstrate service to country and community along with maintaining a representation of the various
veteran service organizations. It was important to retain those connections with this insightful design process,”
Morrell said.

The existing monument, located on the front lawn of the Morton County Courthouse, has suffered damage over
the years from weather conditions and snow removal. The proposed new monument will be placed at the same
location, following the removal of the current monument wall.
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