Morton County War Dead Memorial Committee Meeting

February 6, 2025 — Meeting Summary

Meeting Attendees

Committee Members Present:

Ray Morrell, County Commissioner, Veteran
Andy Zachmeier, County Commissioner

Nicole Frohlich, Veteran

Stacey Bendish, Veteran

Glenn Reed, Veteran

Larry McLellan, Veteran

Gary Goroski, Veteran

Wendy Bent, Committee Secretary, HR Director

Visitors Present:

Al Fitterer, Architect
Jake Axtman, Landscape Architect

Absent Members:

Scott Stevens (flu, may join remotely)
Todd Porter

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

Correction made to the spelling of Stacey Bendish’s name.
Motion to approve minutes: Stacey Bendish

Seconded by: Nicole Frohlich

Approved unanimously.

Committee Updates

3.1 Historical Research Committee / (Lead: Andy Zachmeier & Nicole Frohlich)

Research continues on eligibility criteria for names on the memorial.

Debate on including pre-statehood conflicts, such as those stationed at Fort Abraham
Lincoln during the Indian Wars.

Review of guidelines from other memorials found no standardized criteria for inclusion.
Consensus:

Spanish-American War forward should be the starting point for inclusion.



= |ndividuals must have clear residency ties to Morton County at the time of enlistment.
= Ongoing research may result in additional names being added.

3.2 Eligibility and Naming Criteria Discussion (Lead: Scott Stevens and Larry McLellan)

= Consideration of Morton County’s formation in 1873 and boundary changes.

= Recognition should be for those who enlisted as Morton County residents and died in
service.

= Discussion on biographical data to be included for each name, such as:

= Rank, Last Name, First Name, Middle Initial, Hometown, Branch, Date of Loss.

3.3 Fundraising Committee (Lead: Gary Goroski, Glenn Reed, Ray Morrell)

= Fundraising Timeline:
= Awareness Campaign — Public engagement and education.
= Approval Campaign — Begins once the County Commission approves the project.
= Construction Campaign — Fundraising during the build phase.
= Final Dedication Campaign — Securing final donations and public recognition.
= Funding Sources Identified:
a. Government grants
b. Direct mail campaigns
c. Gaming requests
d. Pledges & sponsorships
e. General donations & in-kind contributions
= Donor Recognition Plan:
a. Major donors recognized on the website and during dedication ceremonies.
b. Physical plaques for major contributions only, to maintain memorial integrity.

4. Memorial Design & Materials Discussion
4.1 Layout & Structure

= Final consensus: Elliptical design with subtle integration of the original zigzag design in
seating or decorative features.

= Zigzag pattern may be incorporated into:

= Seating (benches made from repurposed granite).

= Landscaping or walkway designs.

4.2 Material Selection

= Concrete selected over steel due to:



= Durability & long-term maintenance.

= Ability to be color-matched with the courthouse.

= Cost-effectiveness & flexibility in design.

= Earth-tone coloring (reddish-brown) chosen to complement courthouse features.

4.3 Name Display & Etching

= Glass panels will be used for name etchings, allowing for:

= Backlighting for nighttime visibility.

= Easier replacement for name additions in the future.

= Names to be listed alphabetically by conflict and formatted as:

= Rank, Last Name, First Name, Middle Initial, Hometown, Branch, Date of Loss.

5. Centerpiece Monument Design

= Soldier’s Cross selected as the primary sculpture.

= Design elements:

M1 rifle (symbolizing service from WWI-Vietnam).

Kevlar helmet (representing modern conflicts).

Classic combat boots (timeless and easily recognizable).

Dog tags: one labeled “Morton County” one labeled “War Dead.”
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6. Additional Elements
6.1 Flagpole Requirements

= Larger flag (10x6 or 12x8) for visibility.
= Positioned for clear half-staff display without obstruction.

6.2 Medal of Honor Recognition

= Separate recognition area for Morton County Medal of Honor recipients.
= Citations for Medal of Honor recipients.
= A dedicated plague or monument in a separate area near the Ten Commandments display.

6.3 Lighting Features

= Emphasis on nighttime visibility.
= Silhouette projection on the courthouse wall was discussed as a design element.



6.4 Infrastructure Considerations

= Drainage solutions to prevent stormwater buildup.
= Radiant heat system proposed for winter accessibility (estimated cost: $60,000).
= Coordination with City of Mandan for ADA parking & sidewalk compliance.

7. Action Items & Next Steps
7.1 Committee Homework

= Submit name ideas for the memorial plaza.
= Submit quotes for engraving on the memorial.

7.2 Architects’ Next Steps

= Finalize renderings based on committee feedback.
= Develop cost estimates for material selection.
= Prepare a revised design for review at the next meeting.

7.3 Next Meeting

= Scheduled for March 24, 2025, at 6:00 PM.
= Updated designs will be provided before the meeting for review.

8. Adjournment

= Motion to adjourn: Al Fitterer
= Seconded by: Multiple members
= Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Summary prepared by: Wendy Bent, Committee Secretary
Date: February 6, 2025



